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~ Harvest White -- Laborers Few 


Further Proof That Harvest of Revivals and Soul Winning Is Ripe 
TodaygAs Always For Christians Who Meet God's Requirements 


BY EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


Last week the article, “The 
Wasting Harvest,’’ showed that in 


Bible times the harvest was al- 
ways white, and the gospel and the 
power of God were sufficient to 
win souls and have revivals wher- 
ever Christian people were ready 
to pay the price. It showed that 
according to Bible promises God 
has the same plans for preaching 
the gospel and winning souls and 
having revivals down through the 
ages, which plans and promises 
are good in all ages. That article 
showed also that the prophecies 
show that the greatest revivals are 
yet in the future; the great revival 
in which the Jewish nation is to be 
saved (of all Jews left alive after 
tribulation) that during the tribu- 


-lJation, literally uncountable multi- 


tudes will be saved of every nation 
and tongue and even now the Sav- 
iour delays His coming only that 
souls may be saved, since He is 
not willing that any should perish 
but that all should come to repent- 
ance. 


We continue the same theme 
with further evidence. It is no 
harder to win souls now than it 
ever was! It is no more difficult to 
have. .revivals..now. than it ever 
was! The harvest is white and if 
men will quit their alibis and un- 
belief and worldliness, and meet 
God’s requirements for soul win- 
ning power, the work of God will 
continue with unabated blessing. 
The trouble is not with the harvest, 
it is with the reapers. The trouble 
. not with the sinners, it is with 

e saints. The trouble is not with 
but with our unbelief, our 
lack of concern, lack of faith, lack 
of willingness to die and lack of 
the power of God! © 


1. The Fundamentals for Great Re- 


vivals and Soul. Winning Never 
Change — Cannot Change. 


It is only shallow thinking and 
shallow Bible study that could 
think it harder to win souls in one 
age than in another. Those who do 
not have revivals, those who do 
not win souls, and those of us 
who: win few, like to make alibis 
for our lack of success. But ac- 
tually one who knows what it 
takes to win a soul must see that 
the great elements that make pos- 
sible soul-winning never change. 
On God’s part, His loving grace, 
sufficient for all the sins of 
mankind, His gospel, which is 
the power of God unto salva- 
tion, and His miracle-working Holy 
Spent, are always the essentials of 


soul-winning. On man’s part, 
trouble, the death of loved ones, 
sin, the smiting of conscience, and 
the fear of death and judgment 
continually tender the heart of dis- 
appointed, unhappy people and pre- 
pare them for the gospel so that 
they are éager to hear it and many 
will be saved anywhére the gospel 
is taken in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, 

A. God’s abundant provision for 
soul-winning never varies and can- 
not be limited by the times. God 
does not change, and there are 
several elements in God’s pro- 
vision for soul-winning that are 
forever abundantly sufficient to 
win souls. 


First, there is God’s unchanging 
love and God’s all-sufficient grace. 
God loves the whole world. John 
3:16 says that ‘God so loved the 
world.” God didn’t love the men of 
one generation more than another. 
God did not love “good sinners” 
any more than ‘“‘bad sinners.’ God 
did not love the Jews any more 
than the Gentiles. God did not love 
the people of A. D. 33 any more 
than he loves the people of 1941. 
He did not love the people of Je- 
rusalem any more than He loves 
the people of Wheaton. 


First John 2:2 says, “He is the 
propitiation for our sins: and not 
for our’s only, but also for the sins 
of the whole world.” 


Somebody says that these days 
sin has gotten so bad. Well, if 
you want to know my opinion, it 
always has been bad. Sin is as 
black as the pit of Hell. The sin 
that crucified Jesus Christ when 
leering, mocking, self-righteous 
church members looked on, was as 
black as it can be in a gangster’s 
den in Chicago or in a harlot’s 
house or in criminals behind the 
bars or in modernists today. Sin 
has not changed. Some people have 
an idea that the' world has gotten 
so sinful that.it has really gotten 
out of hand and God can do noth- 
ing with it. Some peoplei have an 
idea that our Saviour was a very 
good Saviour for the ancient days 
before men got so smart, but that 
now He is really helpless about the 
matter. Shame, shame! Sin is hor- 
rible. Sin is all-pervasive, wicked 
beyond human thought or human 
expression. But here in the Word 
of God is a sentence that proves 
forever that sinners cannot get be- 
yond the bounds of the power and 
the grace of God. Romans 5:20 
says, “But where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound.” 

Sin certainly abounds in this 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 


Blessings i in Elgin Revival 


> Sunday night, January 5th, the 
editor vs Ri revival services with 
the Elgin Bible Church of which 
Rev. Grant Plowright is pastor. 
From the very start we had good 
attendance and real interest and 
concern. There have been people 
coming to accept Christ with every 
invitation, probably thirty or 
thirty-five professions in the first 
rg days, ending last night (this 
is written Monday, January 13th). 
Wednesday night we felt the 
need for a big prayer ene: 
Following the evening servi 


Many re assembled for the 
double | 


» of confessing our 


soul winning, in prayer, in Bible 
reading, in forgiveness, in Chris- 
tian love. One after another asked 
prayer for loved ones and that they 
might have a soul winning passion 
and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The service continued until 12:35, 
and after hours of prayer, there 
were about forty people present. 
All of us felt that God had heard 
our prayers, and that He .would 


Perhaps the largest results were 
Friday night with either eleven or 


give many blessings. 


ce|twelve responding to the invita-|in 


tion, and Saturday night when 
fine-lo 


there were nine happy 
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“And He Must Needs 
Go Through Samaria’ 
JOHN 4:4 


By THE EDITOR 


Monday morning, December 30, 
the editor and family left Dallas, 
Texas, for the drive to Wheaton, 
Illinois. We took Highway 75 to 
Sherman, Texas, and Durant, Ok- 
lahoma, and there should have fol- 
lowed Highway 69 on north to 
Muskogee, Vinita, through the cor- 
ner of Kansas, diagonally across 
Missouri and Illinois. But at 
Durant I someway missed the turn, 
and followed another highway east 
toward Hugo, Oklahoma. It was 
cloudy, the territory was un- 
familiar. Mrs. Rice had driven for 
a half hour as we passed through 
Durant on our way to Texas and 
the road was not fresh in’my mind. 
When I inquired, the children said, 
‘Yes, this is the way; I remember 
that Mother drove over this road 
while you were asleep.” 


Before leaving Dallas we had 
committed ourselves to God with 
humble prayer. And then in the 
car, one of the girls had read a 
Psalm or two, and then we had 
had our. morning circle of prayer 
as we usually -have at the break- 
fast table at home. I felt par- 
ticularly impressed to pray that 
God would guide us, that He would 
lead us to stop at the right filling 
stations for gas, and would help 
me to give a testimony and win 
some soul that day. And here some 
two or three hours later I found 
myself fifty or sixty miles off of 
the road I had intended to take. 
I stopped at a small town near 
Hugo, Oklahoma, to get some gas 
and to ask a filling station attend- 
ant about the road to Muskogee. 
He put gas in the car and gave 
me directions. 


As I got out of the car at the 
filling station, I said to my family, 
“Well, I suppose I didn’t pray 
enough.” I was disappointed in 
spending time in that way which 
I thought might have been put to 


better use. But more, it grieved 
me to think I might ve missed 
some blessing of God hy careless- 


ness. | 


But when gas was ee in the 
ear, and I had direction for the 
road I was to follow, I said to the 
attendant, “Did you have a good 
Christmas ?”’ | 

He answered, ‘‘Yes, I did, a good 
Christmas.” 

“But was it a good Ghristmas in 
your heart, inside?” I insisted. 

And he replied that he was hap- 
py and was well pleased. 

“But, you couldn’t really have 
a good Christmas without Christ 
in your heart, could you? Are you 
a Christian?” 

Very gravely he replied, ‘‘No, I 
ain not a Christian. I know every- 
body ought to be, but I am not.” 


He told me that his wife was a 
Christian, he agreed with me that 
we are all sinners, all have to die 
and meet God. And I pressed upon 
him that the best time in the world 
was this same holiday season. 


I said, “Isn’t it a shame to let 
the Christmas holidays pass and 
not receive God's precious gift, and 
have a real Christmas in your 
heart? And don’t you want to 
have the New Year all for Jesus? 
I suggest that you trust the Lord 
Jesus in your heart and take Him 
as your Saviour, starting this very 
moment. Then let all of 1941 be- 


THE MORNING STAR and 


The Sun of Righteousness 


BY DR. #. A. IRONSIDE 


Pastor, Moody Memorial Church 
Chicago, Illinois 


“I, Jesus, have sent mine 
angel to testify unto you these 
things in the churches. I am 
the root and the offspring of 
David, and the bright and 
morning star. 

“And the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come. And let him 


DR. H. A. TRONSIDE 


that heareth say, Come. And 
let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely. 

“For I testify unto every 
man that heareth the words of 
the prophecy of this book, If 
any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written 
in this book: 

“And if any man shall take 
away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out 
of the book of life, and out of 
the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in 
this book. 

“He which testifieth these 
things saith, Surely I come 
quickly. Amen. Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus. 

“The grace of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ be with you all. 
Amen.” . 
— Rev. 22:16-21. 


The Old Testament ends with the 
solemn words, “Lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse.” The 
last word of the Old Testament is 
“curse” for that is all the Law 
could bring to man. “Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in 
all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them” (Gal. 
3:10). But the New Testament 
ends with the words, “The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all. Amen.” 

It seems so fitting that the Holy 
Spirit should have so arranged it 
that when we come to the end of 
the canon of Scripture the last 
voice we hear should be that of our 
beloved Saviour. You notice how 
He addresses His people, using the 
personal name “Jesus” which was 
given Him when born on earth. 
Before His birth the angel said, 
“Thou shalt call His name Jesus, 
for He shall save His people from 
their sins.” Jesus is to us a unique 
name, but it wasn’t unusual to the 
Hebrew people. The name ‘“Josh- 
ua” is the Hebrew form of the 
word, the Greek being ‘“‘Ieesous,” or 
as we say, “Jesus.” Joshua méans 
“Jehovah the Saviour.” The name 
tells us who and what He was. 
When He grew up on earth He bore 


that name. He was Jesus in the 
carpenter shop. He was Jesus as 
He went over the hills and through 
the valleys in Galilee, Samaria and 
Judaea preaching the gospel. When 
hanging on the tree “they wrote 


that name above Him that ail - 


might know the reason we for- 
evermore should love Him.” Pilate 
commanded and a placard was 
made out in Hebrew, Greek and 
Latin saying, “This is Jesus, King 
of the Jews.” It was intended as 
a grim jest on Pilate’s part, for 
the people hated that title, but 
Pilate practically said, “The rea- 
son I am crucifying this Man is 
that He is seeking to raise an in- 
surrection against Cesar, proclaim- 
ing Himself king.” 

When He arose from the dead 
and ascended to God’s right hand, 
we are told that the Father or- 
dained that “at the name of Je- 
sus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth” 
(Phil. 2:10). That includes even 
the infernal regions. “And that 
every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God: the Father” (Phil. 2:11). 


The apostle says, “We see Jesus, 
who was made a little lower-than 


the angels for the suffering of 


death, crowned with glory and 
honor’”’ (Heb. 2:9). Now when He 
speaks to His own for the last time 
before He descends to call us to 
be with Himself, He says, “I, Je- 
sus, have sent mine angel to tes- 
tify unto you these things in the 
churches” (Rev, 22:16). ‘I, Jesus 
— Jehovah the Saviour.’ 

John Hamilton, the converted 
actor, used to like to make this in- 
to an acrostic: Jesus Hxactly Suits 
Us Sinners. The five initial letters 
spell “Jesus.” Have you found that 
out? Have you fled to Him as a 
poor sinner ? 

“This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I am 
chief,” said Paul. So the chief of 
sinners is alreddy in heaven, and 
everyone else can get in behind him 
if they will. 


Revelation, while dealing very 
largely with events after the 
church has left the scene, is nev- 
ertheless God’s last message to the 
churches. It is for His church of 
this age, in order that they might 
order their lives now in view of 
that coming day. When I under- 
stand what is coming it helps me 
to take the right attitude toward 
this world at the present time. 


“TI am the root and the offspring 
of David,” says Jesus (Rev. 22: 
16). “I am the root of David” — 
that is, David sprang from Him. 
That is a title of deity —“I am 
the root of David.” David came 
into existence through the omnipo- 
tent power of Jesus. He was 
David’s creator. But He adds, “TI 
am the offspring of David.” As 
Deity David sprang from Him, but 
as a Man He sprang from David. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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The sermon in this issue byt 
Dr. H. A. Ironside, pastor of 
Moody Church, Chicago, is be- 
ing printed in a brand new book, 
“CARING FOR GOD’S FRUIT 
TREES,” by Zondervan Publish- 
ing Company, Grand Pig ns 
Michigan. The book 
righted and this message > ent ae 
the kind permission of the a 


thor and publisher, with grate- 
ful thanks. i: 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


world but grace still much more 
abounds! God’s grace is greater 
than man’s sin. Sin can never be 
so black, so hellish as to get be- 
yond the conquering grace of God. 
When sinners are not saved, it is 
not because that sin is too great, 
not because their hearts are too 
hard, not because their minds are 
too blinded. When no sinners are 
saved it is because of the reapers. 
The harvest is great but the la- 
borers are few. The unchanging, 
infinitely great grace of God has 
made provision and now has pow- 
er to gave the vilest sinner and to 
have a revival in the hardest com- 
munity. ; 

This is stated many times in the 
Bible in one; way or another. For 
example, Jesus told the disciples, 
“In the world ye shall have tribu- 
lation: but be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world” (John 
16:33). 

The world is wicked, but again 
the Scripture says, “This is the 
victory that overcometh the world, 
even: our faith” (I John 5:4). 
Second, the gospel is still the 
- power of God. The Word of God 
is sharp enough for any sinner in 
the world. And here is another 
element that makes soul-winning 
possible on the same basis, in any 
age, in any nation, without distinc- 
tion or difference. 

In Romans 1:16 Paul says, “I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and al- 
so to the Greek.” The gospel was 
the power of God among: the Jews. 
It was equally the power of God 
among the Greeks. And the gospel 
is the power of God today. People 
who depend on human methods, on 
human magnetism, on human per- 
sonalities and human instrumen- 
talities may fail to have revivals. 
_ Assuredly, and why should they be 
- disappointed? But the gospel is 
still the power of God. And if you 
say that great revivals are im- 
possible, that it is harder to win 
a soul now than at other times, 
then you say that the gospel sword 
has lost its edge, that the Word of 
- Ged is out of date, and that God 
will not honor the preaching and 
teaching of His Word as He did 
in other times. Again I say, shame, 
shame! That is the doctrine of un- 
- belief. It is an alibi for cold hearts 
and powerless witnessing. 

“The grass withereth, and the 
flower thereof falleth away: but 
the word of the Lord endureth 
for ever,” says the Word of God 
(I Pet. 1:24, 25). God’s Word does 
not change. “For ever, O Lord, thy 
word is. settled in heaven” (Psa. 
119:89). So, as it was with Jere- 
miah, it is true today. ‘Is not my 
word like as a fire? saith the Lord: 
and like a hammer that breaketh 
the rock in pieces?” (Jer. 23:29). 
And in Hebrews 4:12 we are told 
that “the word of God is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints arid mar- 
row, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.” 
All who are ever saved are 
Saved “through the washing of 
water by the word.” God’s Word 
does not come back void, when 
preached in the power of the Spir- 
it. The unchanging, ever-living 
Word of God is one of God’s essen- 
tials, part of His provision for soul- 
3 winning, that makes soul-winning 
7. possible alike in all ages. Har- 
> _—s vests, then, must always be white 
__._ where the sharp Word of God is 
+ usedin reaping. The trouble is not 
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is as easy to win souls today as it 
ever was, is that the Holy Spirit 
of God is provided for soul-win- 
ning, and men may go after souls 
with supernatural, miracle-working 
power, 
The saving of a soul is a mir- 
acle! The blessing of a revival is 
simply a series of marvelous, su- 
pernatural demonstrations of the 
power of God. This miracle ‘work- 
ing of power of God never changes. 
It never diminishes. It cannot be 
limited. It is not subject to the 
limitations of circumstances, Like 
God’s grace which much more 
abounds than sin, so the power of 
the Holy Spirit is infinitely above 
all the difficulties of soul winning. 
Revival is a miracle. It must have 
in play all the capacity of the in- 
finite God. The limitation of five 
little barley loaves and two small 
fishes meant nothing at all to Je- 
sus in the feeding of five thousand 
men besides women and children, 
He could have fed five million as 
easily, and He could have fed five 
thousand from a beginning of 
nothing, instead of from a begin- 
ning of five loaves and two fishes. 
It mattered nothing to Jesus that 
Lazarus had been’ in the grave 
four days so that Martha said, 
“Lord, by this time he stinketh; 
for he hath been dead four days.” 
Lazarus came forth as quickly at 
the call of Christ, as if his body 
was yet warm and as if the heart 
had only missed one beat. And so 
a sinner who is dead in trespasses 
and in sins may be corrupt with a 
foul and horrible decay of sin, but 
after all, he is only dead, and it 
takes a miracle to bring the dead 
to life. The Lord can work such 
a miracle. The power. of the Holy 
Spirit of God does work such a 
miracle every time a soul is saved! 

It was not Peter’s oratory that 
won 3,000 at Pentecost. It was the 
supernatural working, the power 
of the Holy Spirit. God forgive us 
that we do not have, do not seek, 
do not even desire, are not even 
conscious of our need of the same 
power of the Holy Spirit, for which 
the disciples waited and sought 
God ten days and nights in the up- 
per room! Bo Be 

Paul’s power in soul winning was 
not “enticing words of man’s wis- 
dom,” but it was “the” demonstra- 
tion of the Spirit and of power” 
(I Cor. 2:4). 

It was Paul who said: 

“For though we walk in the 
flesh, we do not war after the 
flesh: . ue 

“(For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strongholds)”’ 

— II Cor. 10:3, 4. 
Revivals do not come by carnal 
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means, by human graces or gifts. | 


They come by a manifestation of 
the miracle-working Spirit of God. 

Men want. revivals these days 
without miracles. 
vivals brought about by organiza- 
tions, by personalities, by magnet- 
ism, by promotion, by learning. 
Revivals do not come by those 
means. They come by the power 
of the Holy Spirit of God, filling 
Christians and using them to win 
souls. . 

Before Pentecost, the Lord Jesus 
promised His disciples, “But ‘ye 
shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the ut- 
termost parts of the earth” (Acts 
1:8). 

Follow through the book of Acts 
and note that following every man 
who was said to be filled with the 
Spirit, there was a train of new 
converts, a breath of revival! 

This filling of the Holy Spirit, 
or gift of the Spirit, this pouring 
out of the Holy Spirit upon Chris- 
tian workers is as truly offered to 
us today-as to any Christians in 
any age. Speaking of the gift of 
the Spirit, by which Christians 
were able to win so many souls 
at Pentecost, Peter by divine in- 
spiration said, “For the promise is 
unto you, and to your children, and 
to all that are afar off, even as 
many as the Lord our God shall 
call” (Acts 2:39). se 

The power of Pentecost is for 
us today. Revivals never did come 
any other way but by the power of 


|the Holy Spirit. | 


‘That is what Jesus meant when 
He said to His disciples, “Follow 
me, and I will make you fishers of 
men” (Matt, 4:19). | 
That is what Jesus meant in giv- 


ing the Great Commission, to all 


‘to every 


They want re-| 
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who would -truly carry His gospel 
: creature possible in the 
world, “Lo, Iam with you alway, 
even unto the. end of the world’ 
(Matt: 28:20). The miracle-work-. 
ing power of Christ, through the 
Holy Spirit, is the equipment a 
Christian must have to win souls. 
And that is promised to every 
preacher. Christ Himself must 
make us soul .winners, that is, 
He must be the power of the soul 
winner. . 

People, sometimes say, “It is 
hard to’ have revivals!” That is 
true. Sometimes people say, “It is 
so hard to win- souls!” And that 
is true. It is not only hard to win 
souls, hard to have revivals, but 
it is literally impossible — impos- 
sible by any human means. It is 


‘nothing short of a miracle when 


a revival comes upon the people 
of God and they get out and win 
souls. It is nothing short of a mir- 
acle when the Holy Spirit convicts 
a sinner of his sins, and through 
some Spirit-filled Christian, is led 
to trust in Christ and be born 
again. Of course revivals are hard. 


‘They always were hard, and they 


always will be. They will always 
be beyond any human strength or 
wisdom or equipment. But thank 
God revivals are never too hard for 
the infinite power of .the Holy 
Spirit of God, when men are filled 


‘with Him! 


With men, sinners are rated by 
degrees of hardness. The present 
vogue of child evangelism is 
blessed. It has helped to win hun- 
dreds and thousands of children, 
and I thank God for it. But after 
all it is an expression of the thought 
of many people that it is impos- 
sible now to reach great masses 
of older men and women, hardened 
sinners, drunkards, harlots, infidels, 
nen of science, men of the world, 
ctiltured and sophisticated women. 
Some sinners, we think, are easy 
to win, and_-some are hard to win. 
But actuadly, of course, it is true 
of all sinners as the Saviour said 
about the salvation of rich men, 
“With men this is impossible; but 
with God all things are possible” 
(Matt. 19:26). 

A recent writer in a fundamen- 
tal Christian magazine states well 
the position of so many defeated 
ministers that it is harder now to 
win souls, that revivals are now 
more difficult than ever before. 
This writer who is fundamental in 
doctrine, and doubtless a godly, 
good man, and representative of 
the mass of sincere preachers and 
Christian workers who fail to have 
great revivals, says: 

“How to reach the unsaved 
with the gospel message is an 
ever-increasing problem. Evan- 
gelists and pastors are prac- 
tically unanimous in admitting 
that no matter what use is 
made of varied and attractive 
features, such as chalk draw- 
ing, painting, singing, musical 
instruments of all kinds, and 
so on, the outside world today 
snubs evangelistic meetings in 
a wholesale manner. A cam- 
paign of two or three weeks 
brings comparatively few into 
the meetings, and fewer still 
who receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour,, 

“Militating against the church 
and the gospel message today 


known a generation or more 
ago, while other age-old agen- 
cies have greater power now 
than ever before. The .movies, 
autos, radios, picnics, excur- 
sions, sports and worldliness of 
multiplying..variety (all con- 
tributing their share in chang- 
ing the “S” in Sunday to “F’’), 
Sunday industrial employment, 
pagan education, modernism, 
extreme indifference, religious 
cults with false teaching, and 
so on — all are today militat-— 
-ing against the true church 
and the gospel. .A great tent 
effort of seven weeks last stm- 
mer with outstanding speakers 
and special features resulted in 
_@ little more than fifty con- | 
verts. This was in an area of 
approximately 10,000 inhabi- 
tants and never were there as 
many as three per cent of the 
population in any one service. 
‘This doubtless is representa- 
tive of most sections of the 


country.” 
Note the statement in the first 
paragraph above: “. . . no matter 


what use is made of varied and 
attractive feztures, such as chalk 


drawing, painting, g,; musical 
instruments of ai idnde and so 
on, the outside world today snubs 


evangelistic meetings in a whole- 


| above; 


sale manner.” : 
Yes, evangelists and pastors are 
practically unanimous in that opin- 
ion, as our dear brother says. And 
that is the key to the failure of 
modern evangelism. ‘Attractive 
features, chalk drawing, painting, 
singing, musical instruments of all 
kinds” never did make a revival. 


have a blessed revival by means 
of saxophone solos! 
John the Baptist at. the River 
Jordan got his crowds and got 
thousands of conversions without 
chalk talks or lantern slides! 
And at Pentecost, the 3,000 souls 
were won without a boy prodigy 
with an accordion! 
Philip, in the city of Samaria, 
when the whole city, almost, turned 
to God, and there was great joy in 
that city, wrought such wonders 
with not a single solo on a musical 
saw. 
“Outstanding speakers and spe- 
cial features” did not bring a 1e- 
vival, in the tent effort of seven 
weeks, mentioned by the writer 
Ancidentally, outstanding 
Speakers and special features nev- 
er brought a revival anywhere else, 
either. 

We are reminded of a white man 
on a plantation who had a sick 


Elijah on Mt. Carmel did not} 
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mule. Remembering a negro friend 


who had also had a sick mule, he 


went to him and said, ‘‘Mose, what : 


did you give that mule of yours 
when he was sick?” 

‘I gibbed him a bottle ob turpen- 
tine,’ said the colored man. 

The white man gave his mule 
turpentine, and the mule died. He 
came back to Mose and said, 
“Mose, I gave my mule turpentine 
like you said, and he died!” 

“Yes, Boss, my mule done died, 
too!” 

So our brethren who depend up- 
on. special features, outstanding 
speakers, chalk talks, paintings, 
the music of whiskey bottles and 
tumblers and musical saws, will find 
that they, too, have a still-born re- 
vival effort on their hands just like 
all others who depend on human 
devices have done. Those things 
do not bring revivals now, it is 
true. But then they never did bring 
revivals before. Revivals only 
come by the miracle working pow- 
er of God! — 

The Holy Spirit does use human 
instruments and human devices, 
but we must remember that all 
human personalities and human in- 
struments and methods and devices 
are merely incidental. Revivals 
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What Is Wrong With the Movies? 


ALL 5 ONLY... 


Here are 406 pages for this remarkable price. If you have 
one or two of these, get. the whole set, save money and give the 
extra one to some person who needs it. God is using these mes- 
sages in a remarkable way. You should see the orders coming in. ) 


THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 


the Dance? 


Newly printed by Zondervan. Proves the 
modern dance is the child of the brothel, sister 
of drunkenness, lewdness, divorce and murder, 
the mother of lust — a road to Hell! A sermon 
preached by the editor in Dallas. Stenographic- 
ally reported, with other valuable material 
added. It has a real punch and certainly shows 
what is wrong with the dance. 45 pages, 
colored cover, price, each 25¢ 

(5 for $1.00) 


World-Wide War and the Bible 


Five thrilling chapters as follows: (1) Will America Get In? 
(2) Should Christians Fight? (3) Universal Human Wickedness 
and the Inevitable Collapse of Human Civilization. 
Prophesied Future Lineup of the Nations. (5) War — Signs That 
Christ is Coming Soon. This answers many questions about war 
and is of vital interest. 126 pages, leatherette paper cov- 
er, a remarkable value. Postpaid, each, only 


(4) The 


25¢ 


(5 for $1.00) 


. Bible Facts About Heaven 


8 chapters, 68 pages, on Heaven. Beautiful Crystallon cover, blue 
ink, large type, with presentation page. Dr. H. A. Ironside says: 
“This is a precious unfolding of truth concerning the 
Father’s House, designed to comfort the hearts of those who 
have been bereaved and to stir others with a desire to know 
the One whose presence makes Heaven, that they may be 
with Him forever in eternity. There are eight chapters, and 
every one of. them clear and Scriptural. This would be an 
_ ideal book for ministers to put into the hands of those who 
are mourning the loss of Christian friends and relatives.” 
We have already heard from five conversions through this beau- 


tiful gift book. Four printings, 15,000 copies in two 
months, 68 pages. Price, each, postpaid..........2.0000.000-.0ccccloece. 25¢ 
(5 for $1.00) 


Here are ten startling. chapters, telling 
what is actually wrong with the movies. Gives 
an analysis of 115 films by leading educators. 
Gives testimonies of fallen girls and criminals, 
showing that movies led to their ruin. Proves 
Christians ought to stay away from the 
movies. 117 pages, many Scriptures. Two col- 
or paper cover. Very popular. Five 
editions already. Price, postpaid.............. 

(4 copies for $1.00). 


owes Persecution and Bible Prophecies 


Here are seven chapters as follows: (1) Why Does Satan Cause 
Persecution of the Jews? (2) Why Does God Permit It? (3) 
How Long Will It Continue? (4) What Will Happen to Jewish 
Enemies? (5) Will the Dictator-Complex End Up in a Jew 
Hating Antichrist? .(6) When Will True Christians and True 
Jews Unite? (7) Is the Long-Expected Jewish Messiah Coming? 
Many Scriptures, great help to prophetic students. Especially 

\‘ attractive to Jews. Use this to send 
pages, leatherette paper cover, price, postpaid 


ewish friends. 48 


25c 
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come from God, through the mir- 
acle working Holy Spirit working 
in Christians! : 
Our brother who wrote the above 
quotation in a fundamental maga- 
zine, explains the failure of his 
efforts and the efforts of others 
by asking this question; ‘““May it 
be that Matthew reveals the gradu- 
ated rejection of the gospel in this 
dispensation beginning with multi- 
tudes believing (3,000 in Acts 2; 
5,000 in Acts 4, etc.) and reced- 
ing to the apostate end of the age 
when. soul-winning will be at its 
lowest ebb — thirty-fold?” No, 
the Scripture certainly does not 
teach anything of the kind. It does 
not teach the “graduated rejection 
of the gospel in this dispensation.” 
It does teach a falling away. of 
Christians, of church members 
“Having a form of godliness, but 
me ae the power thereof” (II 
Tim. 3:5). 

The difficulties mentioned above 
are real difficulties in the way of 
any revival depending on human 
power and natural methods. But 
they are no difficulties at all in 
the presence of a miracle working 
Holy Spirit in unlimited power, 
having His way through Spirit- 
filled Christians in mighty testi- 
mony. 

Dr. L. R. Scarborough, president 
of the Southwestern Theological 
Seminary at Fort Worth, many 
years ago told the story of his son, 
six years old, who returned from 
Sunday School and expressed his 
unbelief in the story of Jonah and 
the whale. “I don’t believe what 
the Sunday School teacher said, 
Daddy. I don’t believe a whale 
could swallow a man, and the man 
stay alive three days and nights 
and then come out of the whale 
and preach.” 

Dr. Scarborough said that to his 
six year old skeptic he answered, 
“Well, if there is a God Who could 
make a man, and Who could make 
a whale, and prepare the whale to 
swallow a man, couldn’t He keep 
the man alive in the whale for 
three days?” 

“Oh, well!” said the six year old 
boy, with the wisdom that modern- 
istie preachers have never yet 


learned, “if you are going to put 


God in it, I can believe it, too!” 


Yes, the only way to believe the 
story of Jonah and the great fish 
is that God prepared the man and 
prepared the fish, kept the man 
alive, and brought him forth for 
His own purpose. That is the only 
way to understand the creation of 
the world, and every miracle in 


- the Bible, and the virgin birth of 


Christ, and His death on Calvary, 
His resurrection, and His second 
coming! That is the only way to 
understand the revivals on Mount 
Carmel, and with John the Baptist 
at the River Jordan, and in Jeru- 
salem at Pentecost, and in Sa- 

aria, and everywhere else a re- 

val ever happened! The only way 
to understand the new birth is to 
put God in it! If you put a mir- 
acle-working God, manifestly act- 
ing in the churches today, you have 
a mighty revival. If you have the 
Holy Spirit of God, so superna- 
turally empowering a Christian 
that He can take God’s message 


in sin-convicting, heart-changing, 
life-transforming power to a sin- 
ner, then you have a soul saved. 


And blessed be God, the power 
of the Holy Spirit has never 
varied, never changed. ‘Hebrews 
13:8 says, “Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and today, and forever.” 
And what is true of Christ is true 
of all the Godhead. It is true of 
the Holy Spirit. God’s part in re- 
vivals and in soul winning is un- 
changed today. That preves that 
the white harvest can be reaped 
now, the same as ever it could, if 
men have upon them the power of 
God! 


The Lord.Jesus makes soul-win- 
ners. He makes soul-winners, that 
is, fishers of men, out of all who 
really follow Him. It is the Lord 
that makes soul-winners, It is not 
circumstances, not talent, not a 
gift of gab, not a magnetic per- 
sonality. And where Christ makes 
soul-winners, with His wonder- 
working power, then souls will be 
saved. 

No person will catch all the fish 
in the sea. 

No preacher will win all the men 
in any community. 

No personal soul-winner will get 
every person he talks to. 


And yet, according to the plain 
teachings of the Word of God, 
the super-natural, miracle-working 
power of the Holy Spirit, when 
He fills men, will make them soul 
winners and that means that even 
today souls can be saved and reviv- 
als can be had from God, on the 
same basis that others in Bible 
times and ever since have had soul- 
winning power and revival bless- 
ings. 

———_Q—-- —- 


Blessings In 
Elgin Revival 
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aisle with his wife. She had trusted 
Christ, but came to make her pro- 
fession openly and publicly. He 
said to me, “Brother Rice, I ac- 
cept Jesus Christ as my Saviour.” 
After the service was over, he said 
with trembling voice, “It is cer- 
tainly time I was waking up! With 
the world in the state it’s in now 
anything could happen, and cer- 
tainly we ought to come to our 
senses.” How happy he was after 
he had claimed the Lord! 


Friday night among those who 
held their hands for prayer was a 
tall young man. We prayed for 
him to be saved, yet as we pressed 
the invitation later he hesitated. A 
friend came and talked to him for 
some minutes. Finally, between 
verses of the song I said boldly to 
him from the pulpit, “Why don’t 
‘You come? You know you need the 
Lord and He is ready to forgive 
you. Will you trust Him now, fhe 
best you can, and come?” Instant- 
ly he came. 

When he took my hand he said, 
“T didn’t think I could come, but 
when you said, ‘Just the best you 
can,’ I decided I could do that, 
and I came.” After all God does 
not require us to change our own 
hearts, but just to come like we 


are, the best we can. No willing 
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THE CARNIVAL OF DEATH 
Or the Modern Dance 
By Evangelist Harry W. Vom Bruch 


An siteaniive new edition of this famous and greatly used 
message, with a picture of the author. Enamel paper, leatherette 
cover. Vigorous, overwhelmingly convincing. Every young per- 
son tempted by the dance should be warned of its awful conse- 
-quérices with these actual testimonies, facts, figures, arguments 
that cannot be denied. 80 pages. 


Regular price 35c. 


30c 


Sale price, postpaid 


Sale price, postpaid, only 


THE DEVIL GOES A-FISHIN’ 


By Evangelist Harry W. Vom Bruch 
Po. Talks to Christian young people on bad reading, feminine fads, 
movies, gambling, cigarettes, playing-cards, fickle friends, pro- 
fanity, and the dance. Very helpful. Regular price 25c. 


22c 


GLAD GOSPEL SONGS 


wae. song book compiled by Evangelist Harry Vom Bruch. Solos, 
duets, choruses. High quality and widely used. We recommend 


it. 111 numbers. Regular price 30c. Sale price per copy, 


postpaid, only 
9 copies, postpaid 


25¢ 


$2.00 
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Denver Evangelist In 
Chicago Gospel Tab- 


ernacle Through 
January 27th 


Readers in the Chicago area 
have an opportunity to hear an 
earnest soul winning evangelist. 
Rev. Harvey H. Springer, of First 
Baptist Church, Engelwood, Colo- 
rado (a suburb of Denver), who is 


HARVEY H. SPRINGER 


at the Chicago Gospel, Tabernacle 
preaching every night éxcept Mon- 
day, and will continue’ there 
through Sunday, January 26th. 

He may also be heard in The 
Bible and Home Hour broadcast at 
7:30 to 8:00 a.m., daily on radio 
WCBD, 1080 kilocycles. 

Brother Springer is a vigorous 
young westerner, six feet five 
inches tall, bold: as a lion, funda- 
mental to the core, a _ fervent- 
hearted preacher who wins multi- 
tudes of souls. God bless you, 
Harvey! I hope you have great 
crowds and a real revival with hun- 
dreds saved at the Gospel Taber- 
nacle, 


heart need ever go away without 
Jesus Christ who loves sinners. 
The prodigal son came back to the 
father’s house, just the best he 
could. He couldn’t come with a 
good robe, nor with the ring, nor 
with the shoes. He could not come 
washed and well-fed, nor bring 
back the wasted money and the 
wasted life. He just came as he 
was: hungry, sore, nearly naked; 
but he came! 


Saturday night the same young 
man came back. With him was 
his sweetheart from outside the 
city, whom he had brought to the 
services. And he brought her to 
the very front seat, and there they 
sat through the sermon. When the 
invitation was given, he whispered 
in her ear, and she began to weep. 
Mrs. Rice went and talked to her 
until she trusted the Saviour. 
Timidly she held back, but after 
a bit agreed to take the Saviour 
and claim Him openly. But the 
Spirit of God was so moving on the 
entire congregation that her flood 
of tears was not specially noticed. 
What blessed freedom there is 
when the Spirit of God works on 
the hearts of His people! 

Last night there came an old, old 
grey-headed woman to trust the 
Saviour. Her grey hair, her lined 
face, her sad eyes showed how 
long she had been without a Sav- 
iour and how nearly she came to 
missing the door of mercy! She 
came just as some of the young- 
sters came, depending on Jesus 
Christ for salvation. It was cer- 
tainly good to take her worn, old 
hand after the service and see the 
light on her face as she went home 
with Jesus, walking beside the rel- 
atives who had brought her to the 
service. 

I stood at the church door Sat- 
urday night and a dear woman said 
in such broken English that I 
could hardly get her words, “I 
brought these three to church! 
They are my neighbors. I brought 
them to church!” Her Scandinavi- 
an face was lit up in a blaze of 


glory, for the three neighbors .she | 


had brought to church, a middle- 
aged man, and his wife, and the 
wife’s aged mother, had all three 
been led to Christ that night! Sh» 
felt, rightly, that she had done a 
blessed malo work, in bringing her 
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Editor At Grand 
Island, Nebraska, 
Jan. 19 to Feb. 16 


On Saturday the editor leaves 
for Grand Island, Nebraska, where 
he will assist Rev. Theodore H. 
Epp of the Back to the Bible 
Broadcast. God is greatly blessing 
Brother Epp in getting out the 
messages to uncounted thousands 
of radio listeners. 
The editor will broadcast twice 
daily on week-days on _ radio 
KMMJ, 740 k.c. The morning 
broadcast will be at 9:05 to 9:35 
a.m, The afternoon broadcast will 
be 1:30 to 2:00 p.m. 
On Sundays the broadcast will 
be at 1:30 to 2:00 p.m. and the 
Sunday broadcast is also expected 
to include the following radio sta- 
tions: 
WMAX at 570 k.c., Yankton, 
S. D. 

KMA, 930 -k.c., 
Iowa. 

KMMJ, 740 k.c., Grand Island, 
Nebraska. 

Be sure to listen in every week- 
day morning at 9:00 or 9:05, and 
every afternoon, including Sunday, 
at 1:30 p.m. 

We will also have evening serv- 
ices and trust God will give a 
blessed revival. Details will be an- 
nounced over the Back to the Bible 
Broadcast. 

I covet the prayers of all read- 
ers of The Sword of the Lord, that 
He will save many, many souls in 
that month’s time, both among the 
radio listeners, and in the revival 
services at Grand Island. Those 
who are near will be welcomed in 
our services. 


Shenendoah, 


and the man shook my hand and 
said, “God bless you!” as they went 
away. 

Three tall young women sat to- 
gether at the service the other 
night. Two were’ Christians, and 


had brought the unsaved friend... 


Quietly, rather timidly, they spoke 
to her and she was soon won to 
Christ during the invitation time. 
She came to make her profession 
of faith with tears. 

After the service the three of 
them said good bye to me at the 
door, the new convert in the middle 
and her friends on each side. They 
had bought her a $7.50 Bible. At 
the door one of them said, “Be 
sure now, and don’t forget to pray 
for her, BrotHer Rice.” 

My, my! If people only cared 
like that we could win thousands of 
souls! People are saved where 
others go after them, love them, 
weep over them, and set their 
hearts earnestly to win them. 


Two boys, perhaps they were 
eleven and twelve years old, held 
their hands for prayer on Friday 
night. They sat on the very back 
row of seats of the tabernacle. One 
of them soon came to trust the 
Saviour. The pastor took him to 
one side, to give him the assur- 
ance of the Scriptures and that 
they might have a simple prayer 
together. After the young fellow 
had settled it beyond any question 
that he was accepting Christ as his 
Saviour, had received the assurance 
of salvation, he asked the pastor, 
“Now what must I do about the 
picture shows?” The pastor told 
the lad simply to follow the lead- 
ing that God was giving him in 
his heart just then. And he said, 
“Well, I know one thing, I certain- 
ly ought to read the Bible more. 
I have read eighteen chapters al- 
ready this week.”’ And then he 
went back to the back of the tab- 
ernacle to his friend and said to 
him boldly, “Come on, come on!” 
His friend had been a little timid 
about openly claiming the Saviour, 
though already he had settled the 


DID CHRIST 
GO TO HELL? 


From Whipholt, Minnesota, a 
brother writes, saying, “When 
Christ died did He go to Hell and 
minister to the people in Hell?” 

Answer: No, Christ did not go 
to Hell and minister to the people 
in Hell. 

There are several plain scrip- 
tures that make it clear that Je- 
sus did not go to Hell. Read care- 
fully the evidence I give, and see 
for yourself if this is not so. 

1, To the dying thief Jesus said 
on the cross: “Today shalt thou 
be with me in paradise” (Luke 
23:43). When Jesus died He did 
not go to the place of torment, but 
went to paradise. He Himself ex- 
pressly said so. This ought to set- 
tle forever where He went. 

2. On the cross, Jesus cried, ‘‘It 
s finished,” and then, ‘He bowed 

s head and gave up the ghost” 
(John 19:30). What was finished? 
I think the atonement was finished. 
Christ’s suffering for sinners w@s 
finished. The way of salvation was 
finished. Then Christ could not add 
any to the atonement and the plan 
of salvation by suffering further. 
There was no reason for Him to go 
to Hell. 


Many, many scriptures bear out 
the thought that the atonement 
was all completed when Jesus died 
on the cross. 


3. Leviticus 17:11 says, ‘For the 
life, of the flesh is in the blood: 
and I have given it to you on the 
altar to make an atonement for 
your soul: for it is the blood that 
maketh atonement for the soul.” 
The sacrifices of the Old Testament 
were pictures or types of Christ. 
And here we are told, “It is the 
blood that maketh atonement for 
the soul.’’ Christ’s blood, poured 
out on Calvary atoned for the sins 
of the world. It did not take any 
additional suffering to pay for the 
sins of us all. First Peter 1:18 and 
19 tells us that we were redeemed, 
‘with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


matter in his heart, he told Mrs. 
Rice. But now they both went to- 
gether to the front and the second 
boy claimed the Saviour likewise. 

The Superintendent of the Sun- 
day School was in the long prayer 
meeting Wednesday night. He told 
how he had been so concerned 
about his loved ones, but that since 
his mother, father, and all his 
brothers and sisters had been 
saved, he had never won a soul, 
nor been much concerned. He said, 
“T thought now the Lord was done 
with me as far as soul-winning 
was concerned individually.” But 
we hadn’t been at the prayer serv- 
ice long, with many tears, with a 
profound moving of the Holy §pir- 
it to convict and awaken God’s peo- 
ple who were there, until he con- 
fessed his lack of burden for sin- 
ners. After the service was over 
he said to me, “I believe I’ve got it 
again. I’m going out tomorrow and 
win souls. I thought the Lord had 
already saved everybody when He 
saved my mother. And he had — 
that is, everybody but the whole 
world.” 


The revival services are visited 
by people from Aurora, from Chi- 
cago, and numerous other places 
near .and far. We -continue the 
services through Friday night, 
January 17, and then I must go 
to Grand Island, Nebraska. But I 
must say to all the readers of The 
Sword of the Lord that revivals are 
possible anywhere that people of 
God will really humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek God’s face, and 
turn from their wicked ways. The 
harvest is great and the laborers 
are few. 


LODGES Examined By the BIBLE 


Eight thrilling chapters, full of dynamite. Proves the lodges 
deny the atoning blood, the need for a new birth, and leads mul- 
titudes to Hell by a false plan of salvation. Proof upon proof 
that no Christian can remain in any oath-bound secret order and 


be trué to Christ: 
Proof given for every charge. 


Evangelist Charles G. Finney, D. L. Moody, R. A. Torrey, lead- 
ing churches, Christian workers and statesmen say about the 


lodges. 


112 pages, attractive paper cover. Regular ere 35c. 
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Did Christ Go To Hell 
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without spot.” It was the blood 
that settled the matter! Hebrews 
9:22 says, “And without shedding 
of blood is no remission.” 

Christ died before the thieves on 
each side of Him. Do you know 
why? Because He had satisfied the 
law, and the atonement was com- 
plete. Then He Himself decided 
when to die and “He gave up the 
ghost.” He had plainly said ahead 
of time that no man could take 
away His life, but He would lay it 
down Himself” (John 10:18). 

64, when Jesus died He said, 
“Father, into Thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit .. .” (Luke 23:26). 
So the spirit. of Christ was given 
into the hands of the Father for 
His keeping. That is much like 
Stephen in his dying hour saying, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit’ 
(Acts 7:59). Stephen did not go 
to Hell, nor did Jesus. Both went 
to Heaven. 

Someone may be troubled by the 
saying of Jesus in John 20:17. To 
Mary He said, the day of His res- 
urrection, “Touch me not; for I 
am not yet ascended unto my fa- 
ther.” But Jesus did not refer to 
His spirit. He referred to His body. 
After His “resurrection, Christ 
needed to ascend bodily into Heav- 
en to fulfill the type of the high 
priest carrying the sacrificial blood 
into the Holy of Holies. Bodily He 
went to Heaven to attend to that 
matter the day He rose from the 
dead. Later He allowed Thomas 
and others to touch Him and 
handle Him, and see that He was 
fot a spirit or ghost, but that He 
had flesh and bones, a real body. 
The idea that Christ went to Hell 
and ministered to people there 
comes from First Peter 3:18 to 
20, which says: 

“For Christ also hath once 
suffered for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God, being quick- 
ened by the Spirit: 

“By which also He went and 
preached unto the spirits in 
prison; : | 
“Which sometime were dis-* 
obedient, when once the long- 
suffering of God waited in the 
days of Noah, while the ark 
was a preparing, wherein few, 
that is, eight souls were saved 
by water.” 
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—TI Peter 3:18-20. 


The idea is supported by Psalm 
16:10 which says, “For thou wilt 
not leave my soul in Hell; neither 
wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One 
to see corruption.” This is quoted 
by Peter in Acts 2:27 about Christ. 


But let us consider carefully the 
above Scripture, and I think I can 
Show you that Christ did not go 
to Hell. | 
First Peter 3:18-20, quoted above, 
does not say that Christ went to 
Hell. It does not say He preached 
to the spirits in His own person. 
It says that He preached to them 
through the Holy Spirit. ‘... by 
the Spirit: by which also He went 
and preached unto the spirits in 
prison.”, Actually, then, the Holy 
Spirit, Christ’s representative, 
preached to the spirits now in 
prison. Christ Himself did not go, 
But the Holy Spirit Himself did 
not go to Hell. He went and 
preached to those who are now in 
prison. But He went ‘‘when once 
the long-suffering of God waited 
in the days of Noah, while the 
ark was a preparing...” It seems 
to me that this scripture says that 
Christ went through the Holy Spir- 
it to preach to those people, dis- 
obedient sinners in the day of 
Noah, while the ark was preparing, 
_whose spirits are now in prison in 
Hell. The time of the preaching 
seems to have been “in the 
' days of Noah,” according to verse 
=  ~=6-20. When Noah preached, it was 
®  @©6 Christ, through the Holy Spirit, 
» _~who spoke to disobedient hearts. 
- The other passage mentioned 


- above in Psalm 16:10, quoted by 
> Peter in Acts 2:27, “For thou wilt 
» mot leave my soul in Hell; neither 
_ wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One 
- «to see corruption,” could be literal- 
ly translated, ‘‘Thou wilt not leave 
_ my life in the realm of the dead, nor 
* allow Thine Holy One to see cor- 
ruption.” The corruption men- 
tioned is of the body of Christ, not 

‘His spirit. Christ’s body was in 


Pete a 


realm of the dead. Sheol in the 
Old Testament Hebrew, and Hades 
1 the New Testament Greek, were 
ten used simply for the realm of 


|Go Through Samaria” 


as to whether they were in the 
place of punishment or in paradise. 
The place of the dead would rep- 
resent the place of torment for un- 
saved people, but the realm of 
death does not mean that for saved 
people, and did not mean that for 
Christ. Sometimes it is very, very 
clear in the scriptures that the 
term here translated Hell means 
the Hell, that is, the place of tor- 
ment for unsaved souls. For ex- 
ample, in Luke 16:22 to 26 we are 
clearly told a rich man was in the 
place of the dead, but in this case 
in actual torment in flame, sepa- 
rated forever from the saved by a 
great gulf. But I believe, with 
many great Bible scholars, that Je- 
sus did not go to the place of tor- 
ment. Rather He went into the 
realm of the dead, and God did not 
allow His body to decay, but 
brought it out of the grave and put 
life back into His body again and- 
He rose from the dead. 


From the two Scriptures I have 
mentioned, I suppose, the so-called 
“apostle’s creed,” which is used by 
so many ritualistic churches, says 
about Christ that “He descended 
into Hell.” Doubtless those who 
worded the apostle’s creed long 
ago, in Greek, understood the 
meaning and meant that Christ de- 
scended into death and the realm 
of departed spirits. But when the 
apostle’s creed was translated into 
English, the English word Hell did 
not have as broad a meaning as 
the Greek word Hades had, and 
so many people generally believe 
that Christ descended into the place 
of torment, and was tormented 
there with the unsaved, and per- 
haps preached to the people in Hell. 


--—--O--- 


‘‘And He Must Needs 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


your heart. I want you to try to 
do right, but trying is not enough. 
Will you trust Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour, and risk Him to do what 
you cannot do?”’ 

“T know you are right there,” 
he said. “Some folks think you can 
just start out and live right and 
that’s all there is to it, but I know 
better than that. I believe you 
have to be regenerated, and born 
again, and all that stuff,” he said. 
Somebody had certainly taught him 
the truth! 

“Yes, you must be born again, 
and Jesus told you how to do it. 
‘For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have. ever- 
lasting life. That. is the way. to 
be born again. If you will risk 
Jesus Christ and depend upon Him, 
then trust Him today as your own 
Saviour. He will change your 
heart and forgive your sins and 
save your soul. Today?” 


“Yes, I will!” he said. And he 
took my hand and shook it warm-. 
ly. Then I asked him if he would 
go home and tell his wife that he 
had definitely accepted Christ as 
his Saviour and meant to live out 
and out for Him. He told me that 
‘he would, and that he believed that 
saved people ought-to join a church 
and work for God, 

As I started to leave he said, 
“What is your name? Where do 
you live? I sure will remember 
you.” 

I told him where I lived and 
gave him the little booklet, “What 
Must I Do To Be Saved?” that 
he might verify the scriptures and 
have the full assurance brought 
by the Word of God to ‘his heart 
that he was really born again 
when he trusted Christ. Showing 
him my address, I asked him to 
write to me. b 

He seemed eager to know all 
about me and hoped that I would 
come back again to his town. There 
was a heartiness, an eagerness, a 
sincerity that was manifest and 
obvious. I had full assurance that 
this man already knew he needed 
to be born again, had really trusted 
Christ and would meet me in 
Heaven. 

I got back in the car, closed the } 
door and started the engine, and 
as we drove away I said, “So that. 
is why I got off the road!” 

One of my daughters said, ‘‘Dad- 
dy, God did answer your prayer, 
didn’t He?” 7 

And Grace, my oldest daughter, 
said, “‘And he must needs go 
through Samaria.’ ” 

Surely there are sinners all about: 
us who need salvation whom we 
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The Morning Star 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


Mary was a lineal descendant of 
David through his son Nathan, and 
Joseph was a lineal descendant of 
David through another son, Solo- 
mon. 

“Tam ... the bright and morn- 
ing star” (Rev. 22:16). What is 
the morning star? It is the herald 
of the dawn. This tells us of the 
Lord Jesus as the coming One. 
Peter says we are to cherish the 
Word of prophecy for it shines as 
a light in a dark place. We are to 
keep it in our hearts until the Day 
Star arises. Jesus is the Day Star 
—the bright and Morning Star. In 
a little while He is going to shine 
forth in glory — quietly, serenely, 
beautifully, to herald the coming 
day. 3 

That is not the way the Second 
Coming is presented in the Old 
Testament, nor always in the New 
Testament. In Malachi, after giv- 
ing the description of the terrible 
things to take place on the earth: 
during the Great Tribulation, which 
comes between the Rapture of the 
saints and the appearing of Je- 
sus in His glory, the Spirt of God 
says, “Unto you that fear my ‘name 
shall the Sun of righteousness 
arise with healing in his wings” 
(Mal. 4:2). Our Lord Jesus Christ 
is coming as the Sun of righteous- 
ness to dispel all the sin clouds of: 
earth and to bring in the reign of 
everlasting righteousness. 


“Behold, a king shall reign in 
righteousness” (Isa. 32:1). “In 
His days shall the _ righteous 
flourish; and abundance of peace so 
long as the moon endureth” (Psa. 
72:7). “The earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea” (Hab. 2:14). That is the 
way the people of Israel. were 
taught to look for Him. That is 
the aspect of His coming that is 
presented in Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke; they are practically all oc- 
cupied with His coming again as 
the Sun of righteousness to bring 
in the kingdom; that is, the coming 
of the Son of Man. That term al- 
ways refers to His coming to the 
earth. | 

But in John’s Gospel you get an- 
other aspect of His coming. On 
the last night before going to the 
Garden of Sorrow, with His dis- 
ciples around Him, He warned that 
one of them should betray Him, 
and when Peter declared that he 
would never fail to follow Jesus 
but would lay down his life for His 
Master, the Lord said to him, ‘“The 
cock shall not crow, till thou hast 
denied me thrice” (John 13:38). 
Jesus immediately adds, ‘Let not 
your heart be troubled: ye believe 
in God, believe also in Me.” Did 
you notice how these words follow 
what He said to Peter? Jesus 
knew how broken-hearted Peter 
would be after denying his Lord, 
and how he would go out in the 
dark and weep bitterly; He knew 
how he would feel when he realized 
the terrible thing he had done, so 
He said, “Even then, do not be 
troubled: you believe in God, be- 
lieve also in Me. You believe in 
God when you can’t see Him; be- 
lieve also in Me,. when you _ no 
longer can see Me. When I am no 
longer here personally to comfort 
and help, believe in Me, trust and 
confide in Me. In my Father’s 
house are many mansions — many 
abiding places, resting places for 
you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again 
and receive you unto Myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also” 
(John 14:3). There is nothing like 
this in Matthew, Mark, or Luke. 
There is no hint in those Gospels 
that the first thing in connection 
with the Second Coming will be to 
take His own to be with Him in 
heaven. This is a new revelation, 
a new development of truth, an 
opening up of something very pre- 
cious and lovely that had not been 
heard by them before.- 


This is the aspect of His coming 
developed by Paul through the 
Holy Spirit. He was used to open 
it more fully. He said, “The Lord 
Himself shall descend from heaven 


could win if we were only prepared 
to take therithe gospel. 
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twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump. For the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed” -(I Cor. 15:51, 52). “For 
this corruptible must put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal must 
put on immortality.” That is what 
is going to take place when the 
Lord Jesus shines forth as the 
Bright and Morning Star. 

Some of us don’t often see the 
morning star. It shines out just be- 
fore the dawn when everything is 
darkest down below. Through the 
gloom there is that beautiful star 
shining. No -matter how dark it 
gets, don’t be discouraged. Though 
apostasy is increased, iniquity is 
abounding, the love of many is be- 
coming cold, distress on earth with 
grave perplexity, men’s hearts fail- 
ing them for fear — no matter 
how dark conditions may be, Jesus 
is coming. He may come at any 
moment now, and when the Morn- 
ing Star shines forth we know that 
the day — the day of righteous- 
ness — will soon appear. 

“T am the root and the offspring 
of David, the Bright and Morning 
Star,” says Jesus (Rev. 22:16). 
And immediately there is a re- 
sponse on the part of His own. 
“The Spirit and the Bride say, 
Come. And let him that heareth 
say, Come” (Rev. 22:17). 

I.don’t think the word ‘‘Come” 
here is addressed to the unsaved. 
Generally it is used as though this 
verse is simply a message’to sin- 
ners. Undoubtedly the last part of 
the verse does, but the first two 
sentences have an altogether dif- 
ferent meaning. I like to read 
Wycliffe’s Old English translation: 
“T am ye roote and ye offspring of 
David, and ye bright and morning 
star. And ye Spirit and ye spouse 
are saying, Come Thou. And let 
him that heareth say, Come Thou.” 
The ‘“‘come” is addressed to Christ, 
and wherever the message is car- 
ried and men hear with faith, let 
them all say, “Come, Lord Jesus.” 


I remember one night in Stock- 
ton, California, in a German 
church, I was preaching about the 
coming of Jesus. As I was in 
prayer I was conscious of a woman 
getting up and going out, for in 
those days the skirts would swish 
whenever a lady walked. It seemed 
to me that this lady must have 
gone out in a hurry. When I fin- 
ished my prayer and went to greet 
the friends at the door, I found a 
woman pacing back and forth in 
the lobby. The moment I came 
she said to me, “How would you 
dare pray like that — ‘Come, Lord 
Jesus’? I don’t want Him to come. 
It would break in on all my plans. 
How dare you!” 


I said, “My dear young woman, 
Jesus is coming whether you want 
it or not.” But she was indignant, 
irate. She told me of certain world- 
ly interests which she had, that 
some day she wanted to be a Chris- 
tian but not until all these things 
had gone by. 7 


But you can’t bargain with 
Christ that way. If you put world- 
ly things first, perhaps the day will 
arrive when you are ready to come 
to Christ but you may find you 
have no inclination left.- The Lord 
says, “Behold, now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation.” So harden not your 
heart. 2 | 

But, oh, if you know Him and 
love Him, surely your heart says, 
“Come, Lord Jesus.” If we are 
really waiting for His coming, of 
course we shall not be indifferent 
to the needs of the world. Natural- 
ly we shall be concerned about men 
and women who are unsaved. So 
we shall be glad to take up the 


gospel invitation given in the last 
part of the verse, “And let him 


that is athirst come. And whoso- 
ever will, let him take the water of 
life freely” (Rev. 22:16). Is there 
a poor thirsty soul here? You have 
tried in vain to slake your thirst on 
the waters of earth. What Jesus 
said of the water in the well_at 
Samaria is true of all that this 
world offers: “Whosoever shall 
drink of this water shall thirst 
again.” I don’t care what it is, 
you may try it all but you will 
thirst still — “but whosoever shall 
drink of the Water that I shall give 
him shall never thirst, but it shall 


+}be in him a fountain of living 


water, springing up into everlast- 
ing life.” | 


I per the broken cisterns, 


r 
But all their waters failed. 
nde he I stooped to drink they 


And mocked me as I wailed. 


The pleasure lost I sadly 
mourned, : 
‘But never wept for Thee, 
Till grace my sightless eyes 
received 
Thy loveliness to see, 


Now none but Christ can 
satisfy, 
_ None other name for me; 
There’s life, and love, and last- 
ing joy, 
Lord Jesus, found in Thee. 


Because we know how well He 
can satisfy the human soul, we 
take up the cry and invite you to 
come. “Let him that is athirst 
come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely.” 

Now we come to two very 
solemn verses, 
and 19. “I testify unto every man 
that heareth the words of the 
prophecy of this book, If any man 
shall add unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book.” I shud- 
der when I read a verse like that 
and think how people try to add 
to Scripture pretended revelations 
of their own and foist them upon 
others. Think of Mohammed mak- 


ing up the Koran for his religion, . 


and trying to force it upon the peo- 
ple as an addition to the Book.of 
God. Think of Smith trying to 
foist the Book of Mormon as an 
addition to the Scriptures, and of 
Mary Baker Eddy trying to foist 
upon the world her book, ‘“Sci- 
ence and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures” as something added to 
the Bible: I don’t need her key, 
for the Bible is already an open 
book. 

I was speaking like this in 
Moody Memorial Church when a 


“young girl sent a note up to me 


saying, “How stupid you are, Doc- 
tor. Mrs. Eddy’s book was never 
intended to open the Scriptures: it 
was intended to lock them.” I 
thought she was a rather clever 
girl after all. 

“If any man shall add unto these 
things.’”’ It will be awful for men 
and women to have to face in 
eternity the results of their work. 
But the next verse is as solemn, 
and it makes me tremble for our 
so-called “modernists.” “And if 
any man shall take away from the 
words of the book of this proph- 
ecy, God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of 
the holy city, and from the things 
which are written in this book” 
(Rev. 22:19). God says, “You will 
never reach heaven if you try to 
destroy My Word.” What a seri- 
ous thing it is to teach men and 


women that God’s Bible is not, 


after all, the inspired word of the 
living God. 

But after these two tremendous 
statements we hear again the voice 
of Jesus from heaven — the last 
word that ever will be heard from 
heaven until First Thessalonians 4 
is fulfilled, and “the Lord Himself 
Shall descend from heaven with a 
shout.” That will be the next 
word from heaven. It is in Revela- 
tion 22:20: “He which testifieth 
these things saith, Surely I come 
quickly. Amen.” And John, speak- 
ing for the whole ransomed church 
of God, says, “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus.” Does your heart say that? 

Those who know their Bibles 
best and are most familiar with 
conditions in the world today are 
persuaded we are living-in the last 
hours of the Christian dispensation. 
We see conditions prevailing in the 
church of God — ever-increasing 
apostasy among some, coupled with 
a greater interest in missionary 
work on the part of others — and 
the signs tell us that Jesus is com- 
ing soon. We see the Jews gath- 
ering back to their own land, 
prophecy being fulfilled before our 
very eyes, and these things tell us 
that the fig tree is putting forth 
its green leaves to show that Je- 
Sus is coming soon. We see con- 
ditions in Europe and the Far East 
that are working up to the very 
circumstances predicted in the 
Scriptures concerning the last days. 
If it were not that many of us 
know that Jesus is our own Sav- 
iour, our hearts would be filled with 
fear and dread, but because we do 
there is no fear or dread. With 


joy we cry, “Even so, come Lord 
Jesus.” | 5 
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